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Fish of Watoga Lake 
Swim to Greenbrier 




State Parks Supervisor 
Plans to Rebuild 

Collapsed Dam v 

" -■ 1 

An earthern dam, at Watoga state 
park, which collapsed and drained a 
six-acre lake will be rebuilt, the 
conservation department said yes¬ 
terday. 

About 15.000 cubic yards of earth 
were washed out and most of the! 
fish in the lake were carried into 
the Greenbrier river. Linn Wilson, 
parks supervisor, said there was 
no other damage to state property. 

alofia P ark is in Pocahontas 
county near Marlinton. 





iday tilgl.t WCKY. a 
radio Ualloh, of Cincinnati, 
■ftrcn mlmiir broadcast, <le 
PrvahonUi County, aponsor- 
n1 t'j 1 1 f Pocahonla* Times. Here 
n - he script Mibnilttcd nt.d mostly 

u»td. 


I sir ipprrcIlllTS of the npportunl 
tj to rot West Virginia In general In 
its right light before tlio world by 
'pmeullng In particular my own de 
cvilble part. Pocahontas County in 
li e Grtcnbrler Valley. You know, 
\V*u Virginia lias suffered not a lit 
tie through adverse advertising. Why 
our mountain people—gentle and Tor 
(wiring as the sheep upon our thou¬ 
sands of hills—are pictured as fret¬ 
ful. feverish and Quick on the trigger. 
The fact Is that no ulicie In all the 
» "id It hither regard placed upou. 
ir e sanctity of human life than among 
us Naturally, human nature and 
original sin being what they are, It 
occasionally happens there arises In 
t-r midst an antl-soclal, demon po--: 
»'**<* Individual who needs killing 
Of a truth the highland man Is not 
co* tc-stand aside from the perform 
anc* of a duty, even though It be per 
aeoally distasteful. 

Spelling of our mountain people, 
t: : it leer, said that what the low- 

• i - ter considers shrewd business prac 
t .-e Is put down as plain rascality by 
us highlanders. 

S-me of you may have heard this 
e • toast to West Virginia—"With 

- - iir to light the world; with coal 
t rat the world; with oil to grease 
'* * r d: with timber to put a high 

• »■«jrr.ee around the worjd; and 

u, run the world.** That 
t ’ - 7 .V 54 * ,Q » bit of territory. 

. * 1 '- h *f« I*. I will admit, but 

- «■- i highlander usually feels ex 

'"* n f *g*t* among the low- 


• of AI neglected necessity of saving trees 
Britain and water and soil sure j>ut the push 
I,thlnd the great Conservation move¬ 
ment as we now know and Rlory In. 
Tl.e right to hunt Is an American 
ndlans as llieir own. inoians ven tradition ranking with freedom of 
urlng east of the Alleghanles would speech and assembly, the right to 
forfeit all their rlphis. 10 be sold as hear arms and the right of petition, 
slaves In the West Indies. The while Unrestrained exercise of this tradl- 

fiirsifl /in l/i flu* WVwfprn t a 


By the terms of the treaty 
bany. In 1722. between Great 
t>nd the bis Nations, the lauds on the 
Western Waters, that Is the Missis mtnl as «c now 
slppl I'rnlougc. were retained by the 
Indians as llieir own Indians 
t 


r.»’. t 


of our people. It has 
they are like wild hogs 
•* 11 *» l *»ch other, but 
• •<* attack, the Oral 

the herd packing to 

’’’V , ' op »hoota* "lying 
u' i All *«hsnl*a like 
' •' ,J » of a ■lurtn" U 
1 ’ *» --r,. ,hlre» of 

* flow ever, the 
. : of the tight 

. JP *' '••adapting* 

11 0**«ntrl*r. 


Di»H'f* in mu on iiiuica. j ne "mu 

loan who ventured on to the Western 
waters could be killed with Impunity 
by the Indian owners. Beginning 
two hundred years back, the white 
people did come and they stayed, 

, though outlawed by King and Loun 
! ell, Colonial 'Governor and-General 
Assembly, and so actively opposed by 
the original Inhabitants, the region 
has the bloodiest Indian history of 
any portion of America. There Is a 
valley saying about (lie farms, "that ! 
they were taken from the forest with 
an axe and held against all comers 
with a rifle.” Land titles could not 
be perfected uDtfrttnrTormStlTin—nf 
the Commonwealth of Virginia in 
1776. and to this day the best land 
-title In West Virginia Is ten years 
uninterrupted-possession.—"TnjrUre 
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt wrote In 
terestlngly and comprehendingly of 
the Western Waters Movement In his 
Winning of the West books. 


The Warrior'S Road—the war path 


of J. freT i nt lnure 
Stocking Tales, from 


tlonal right to hunt the publlo owofcd 
game killed the goose which laid tfcV 
golden egg so that two generations of 
Americans have had poor hunting'.) 
In your Monongahela National Forest I 
the game Is coming back apace, but* 
do not gel the IdcaT t Is an gfl jy . lazy j 
man’s tasic to hunt the wild deer of 
i our endless mountains, though he 
make his bed within a mile of our 
Court House. 

Speaking about Conservation of our 
natural resources of Umber, soil and I 
water, j heard over the air a scientific I 
gent eman down Washington way-, re, 
mark n effect the central Govern 
, ment for ihe KO od of all the people 

1 w£» t v. r, ^ b ? \° sty t0 1,18 “an of 
West Virginia how he should till or 

^5“.srs».s; 
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■Cooper’s. Leather 
Seneca Lake, 


v oeneca Lake, 

^ rt ’ 10 1118 Red inmSGSLU, 
LesjRlJ-traverses the Greenbrier 


(ha I 


alleyTrora end to end-ti-th s Roiiti 
-.19 Is called the Seneca Trail. The 

fV,nn!r f ^ Ia n lnt ! >n ' Seat ° f the 

FnZ/h P ?‘; al,0nUs ' ls the first 

Knpllsh speaking settlement In the 
MlssssIppl Vahey^/General Andrew 
n, A « l , 0 , 17 ® 1, when he came to make 
the first land survey on the Western 
waters, found .Jacob Marlin and Ste 
pjien Se * el1 here. One of the calls 
of bis survey Is a line pissing over 
he Ewing house The stump of the 
first corner tree on all the Great Mic 
s'PPl Valley is still preserved 
The then Colonel was survevlno 

sanrt' ra, " S ‘°, U " ln ‘ ; onc hundred thou 
r acres for the Greenbrier Land 

Company. This Company had 

log K t'," K lnd ,lls Cou,,cl1 hi to belief 

In aim tiali at tnoro than 
“■ arr» nf 

bald In 


-el| U me’ 

mfirnOT^i/a 0 t ,D ca , Il h of 6 ^ 

sn.rSfZerl 

brought me to^see “ d r 

'Ight to so til? b* hHtoM? a 1 '“ d oo1 
Impoverish a sofi ,,nln ,, ,Cr “ * s ** 

merely a life r e °n u ra?b W es Ch 1 ho,d ‘ 

condition where a dwht™ 1 . put ,n 

mud up the ivat,.rc«r S fain w «>uld 
thicken the drS° r r f r £ -£. un ’ and 
Who depend upon the those 

necessity of ||f J to J i ® tor t,lls 
Irtss In tiroes'of drouth^ L 0 lhe ' d 'e 
neighbors hi o * 1 " 1 of 

s| PPl Valleys. ° 1,0 an<l Ml*$l» 

raSnSrom “t'wo'thou sm 1 S * a ,evel 
8 'kht hundred f e ?r p“ s *, Dd r ° forty- 
>■ "as an Ideal sum, ,^ a , .° ntas ^>n- 
, ( tf ee growth or th B ?,* » c "' n ‘ te - The 
,s "hat the foresters'!£n er , e!er »Uons 
ef" harihvooa mixture i k 19 
"'•Pic, »sli. oherrv . . uch « hard , 
—!?.!* Ul " black ,om,Il^f. h * nd blroh. 
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than ..J "Uh the bl'.ck .of’ * eetl *"d birch. 

.... .i“C'ouoty is IDOu «‘alns. , )n P °. a «h» higher 

N^Kra. *;■ ;*:? Mrar » ™ r»/ 

k.r.,.l *” l,, c oTi,*"*' » 0r here ,‘J* “MI Inter- 

i . «> n ‘inunal S ,n H °l Um Carelini.^v *" orr fl»p 

Tlua-uijtur hanadUn .pecu,®L f #n :, V,r ««"'ai. iiM 
"ud aiiiiT..., words bn,..- . .. ‘f Plant*, ti..—. 
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I meaning middle and Canadian mean- 
I U)K northern when applied to plants 

I .mil animals. I was thoroughly an- 
Joying the clear sailing until the gen- 
tlanian began to Interpose some re 
marks of Ills own: Man, I said, whai 
do you know about botany anyhow? 
Only so mueh, he roplled, ae to en 
able mo to bold position with the 
biological Survey the past thirty live 
years as"a botanist. When he told 
me his name 1 recalled It as an out 
standing one In the world of Science 
With the little breath remaining In 
cuy (lcd.itoil bladder, I told him about 
tatting advantage of Ignorant Inno¬ 
cence. He said I had laid myself vul 
nerable, and I acknowledged the corn 

Anyway, the Greenbrier Valley Is 
the botanist’s happy hunting ground, 
and the same may be said for Che 
Geologist. The rock here Is sedimen 
tary and the folded iLUTTIlCalos expose 
the foundations for tulles, up and 
down. A Geologist from the low 
lands once told me the great week 
end out door sport for a party of 
Scientists was to go Into the fields In 
search of fossils . A score would go 
Into a IjudBrS' over a stone to see 
whether tbs'marks were fossils, gla 
cl*! scars or merely harrow scratches. 
Here he saw steam shovels at work 
dumping wonderful fossil remains! 
over the bank by the cubic yard day- 
after day. Another of our local say¬ 
ings is that you cannot raise good peo 
pie on poor ground. Ours Is natural 
O ne grass soln; our mountains grass 
to the top: it Is an Ideal land for eat- 
—a p d. o l:eep , as well as for people 
As for sn?cp, the pesky varments put 
sertmp In this Industry when the 
! Oroservatlon Commission put the 
black bear on the song bird list. As 
1 for the cattle, It has'been said the 
t A of the Greenbrier Is a red steer 
calf on the butt of a hay stack, and 
that oar women still talk horse. 

At for oor people I readily admit 
tr « best people to be found any 

• ’ •re live In the Greenbrier Valley, 
anl the farther upatream the better 

II H g«: A proper sense of modesty 
r-( ra:r., *. f ro m explaining how 

to U.e he a 1 springs It my own 
ar.-eatral home. 

7>e meaning of rigmarole le that, 

• ->A with proper wloelonary eplrli 
V are wliuag la ahare the hleatlr.gt 

» • “A • retry, e good climate and 
» pe Anyway, whether 
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y-.-ut way deer to cast 
'* wiu. ire in theaw deleetible 
•ettalwe a» 1 be contain U. 
► •**‘d |* by, why pay a 
* »»- »U« land of the Green 
’I. U tee Un County of 
m Mere tben jwe thii^ 

-•*** bf ell Uae people of 
Mm Auiwe Wan • • have 

!H*n:.lle be 

*♦ — 1 for a 



- %k*/p 





Pocahontas County 


RIVCRS, AKD I'OJirTAlKS) 


l.n.-.e of lako or lakes in your county? 


Q Git* the origin of name and meaning? 


3 I« the lake a natural or an artificial one? 


? If ar. artificial lake, was it constructed for a power project? 


4 If ®°* give name # of company operating power rights? 


x To whoa is power furnished? 


ake cover, together with its depth? 


4 «=at highways (State and Federal) 


are nearest the lake 


< Glwe a list of different kinds of sport and 


recreation facilities to be had? 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION) 


N" 





(UJSS» RIY3RS, AND MOUNTAINS) 


R I T 3 R S 

<j Name of river or rivers running through your county? > 

’ CjUeY, %M■- . 7 ' ' JU 

CJUsi- J, , Qtu--. Jj&Jx*' 

n Civ* origin and meaning of name? 

» 'J^'— " —"' . ‘ ‘- t-i s 


J 




lf^\ C +/ 

q Give point of entry in your county and point of oacit? 

A ] lt JU * ~ 

q Vhat is the total length of the river in the State? 

A ^" e==& ^ / 76 

' S 2-/0 „ / <5-^ 

q Ihat percentage of total mileage flows through your county? 

q Is power generated by the erection of dams, or are there power 
possibilities? 

1 )U3 'fjipf&L, (y 6^- £>W /•-•*-•- 

q IT power is generated, give name of company operating power rights? 

' ► 

^ ** river is navigable, give length? 

1 *?Le) 

* fhClllti68 - “ Ch 08 b ° 8 ^. -*■*« and fishing? 

1 7- jbJLa, ' (J-j V i 

(GI7S ^ additional IN5X>RMATICN) 

l . , ./.J -.t r'-z/nT^: c ! ‘v.‘ r 

4u ^ m feu*K ,...j c&fafi 'n i 


Jl * r 
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gase of mountain or mountain* in your c 


} Uaanlni of nano? 


fc fc l ( SuttLiL* ^^ iu 1 

q OIto the location in your county? A. t) ^ 

q Butt hi^h ays (Stats and Federal) or® nearest the mountain? 


Hvo a doocriptioc of the mountain, whether reeded or not, appoint 

of highest elevation? . /"/ '' ' - / ^ 

//-/-. C&Vt k^U^J-K/ /h^r* ' c ' rj ^ 0 

[f mountain is heavily 'timbered,' what kind i» found? 


(QIVS ANY ADHE7ICNAL IHFORMATlCtl) 






N M.OERSON 


WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

312 Smallridge Building 
Charleston 
February 15, 1939 


Clerk County Court 
!"arlint on 
Jest Virginia 

Dear Sir: 

The Federal writers' Project is compiling material 
on all the counties for a Jest Virginia Encyclopedia. 
For the present, we are interested in obtaining in¬ 
formation from your county on lakes, rivers and moun¬ 
tains. 

Enclosed are three lists of questions to v/hich we 
would like to have you give brief but comprehensive 
answers at your convenience. If you do not have the 
data at hand, will you please turn the lists over to 
someone else who is familiar with these particular 
subjects? 

li vill be glad to hear from you and will appreciate 
• .-ite/er you nay do for us. 


Very truly yours, 



Bruce Crawford 
State Director 
Federal Writers' Project 
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